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* Altbough in the following extract there are some 
ideas 10 which we cannot subscribe, yet, when takea 
together, it contains so much thatis valuable, we 
deem it proper tolay it before our intelligent and dis- 
criminating readers without note or comment. It 
may fail into the hands of some who enjoyed the sat- 
isfaction of hearing it delivered, and such will doubt- 
less take pleasure in its perusal ; while those towhom 
the sentiments therein advanced are new, will at least 
acknowledge the ingenuity of the author, and, perad- 
venture, receive iustruction therefrom.—Eb. Gos. 
Apv. 
EXTRACT 
FROM A DISCOURSE ON THE DIVINE UNITY, 
BY ISAAC PIERCE, Minister of the Gospel. 
‘For unto us a child is born, unto.us a son is given. 
and the government shall be upon his “shoulder ; and 
his name shall be called wonderful C ounsellor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting fathers the Prince of 
peace.” Isa. ix. 6. 
“‘ Posterity may not a little wonder at the 
sagacity and understanding of those persons, 
who have discovered an applicability of the 
text to our master, Jesus Christ ; and who ad- 
duce it as proof that he who was our brother by 
nature, made ljke unto us in all things, sin only 
excepted, says the apostle, who was a man of 
sorrows, says the same prophet who wrote the 
text ; who was a proper human being according 
to the testimony of every sacred writer ; and who 
was born of Jewish parents in the land of Ju- 
dea, in a city called Bethlehem, in the 28th 
year of the reign of Ceasar Octavianus, (neph- 
ew to Julius Ceasar,) surnamed Augugtus— 
this date is according to Eusebius ; is also our 
Creator, the self-existegt, eternal Jehovah ! 
And we should equally be astonished at hear- 
ing him spoken of as our Maker and God, if, 
from our childhood, we had not been aceastom- 
ed to this upwarrantable and reprehensible 
language. Itis the practice and custom of so 
many professing christians to speak of Christ as 
their God and Creator ; that such language so 
repugnant to reason and scripture, has, in a great 
measure, ceased to be regarded with. that just 
abhorrence it deserves. In proof, or at least in 
support, of so absurd and extravagant a 
doctrine as that he who was “ born of a wo- 
man,” was her creator, and daily preserver, 
and while his mother supported him from fall- 
ing, was, actually, the upholder and Governor 
_ of the Universe, weare referred to the text, 
which I now proceed to examine, and will en- 
deavor to explain. 
In the first place, Eshall show that this text 
has not any, or the least relation) or reference 





. —. 
to Jesus Christ. 

Secondly, I shall endeavor to show to whom 
it does, in all probability relate. And, 

Lastly, Close with such reflections as may 
arise from this view of the subject. 

Ist. It is highly probable, that the text, al- 
lowing it to be correctly translated, which by 
no means isthe case, as allowed by learned 
men, both of Unitarian and other sentiments, 
does not 1elate to our Lord Jesus; because it 
isno where in the New Testament applied to 
him ; itis no where said to be fulfilled by him, 
in his character as the Messiah or Christ—is 
never quoted by the apostles—never referred 
to by Jesus himself. Now, had this prophecy, 
as it is called, really related or concerned the 
advent of Christ, or was intended to point him 
out, who in the fulness of time was to be born 
of a woman, and to be the mediator of grace, 
mercy and peace from God tomen, would nat 
some notice have been taken of it by Christ, in 
his discourses, and especially so when he quotes 
the prophecies of the ancient Jewish prophets, 
which related to himself, and were fulfilled by 
him ? We also remark the like silence in the 
apostles and evangelists ; not one of them ap- 
plies the text to Christ their master, or refers 
to it as relating to the Messiah, or as having any 
respect to the Gospel. Can we'think that all 
the New Testament writers and Christ himself 
would have passed over the singular language 
of the text had it been applicable to Christ, or 
been intended, in his and the apostles and evan- 
gelists estimation, to point out Jesus of Naza- 
reth as God—especially when we find so 
many texts from the Old Testament, by way 
of accommodation, applied tohim? Christ cer- 
tainly knew what prophecies in the Old Testa- 
ment belonged to him, whatancient predictions 
it behooved him who was the Christ to fulfil. 
He applied many to himself as pointing him 
out, his offices, powers, sufferings, death, exalt- 
ation and glory ; but he took no notice of this, 
We are told by St. Luke, xxiv. 27, that he ex- 
pounded unto his disciples, in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself—beginning at 
Moses, and all the prophets. Yet, no one of 
the disciples, to whom he expounded in all the 
prophets every thing concerning himself, has 
mentioned our text, as relating to Christ ; and 
yet, such is the language of this text, and so 
triumphantly is it appealed to, by the advocates 
for the Deity of the blessed son of Mary, in 
these days, that, if it relates to our Lord Jesus, 
neither we, nor others can account, in aay sa- 
tisfactory manner for such a total neglect of it 
in the New Testament. Why was it left ua- 
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noticed by ‘the disciples, and especi: 
Paul, who must have known ai! iv the scrip- 
tures, which relaed to Christ, in their eouwo- 
versy with the unbelieving Jews, What au 
thority then have we to say, that the text re- 
lates to Christ ; or, that it had any reference 
fo the Messish? ©ught we, in order to help 
out the Jame doctrine of a Trinity, to be wise 
above what is written, and make applications of 
texis and prophecies to Christ, which he never 
made, and which his apostles, and the writers 
of the New Testament never thought of mak- 
ing? Had the text been applied toour Lord by 
any writer in the New Testament, then we 
should have had some authority for saying that 
the prophet Iseiah meant Jesus of Nazareth, 
in the text; and, we who believe that our 
Lord Jesus was a man ofthe seed of David ac- 
cording io the scriptures must have then explain- 
ed those titles mentioned in the text, as given 
to te child born, as indicative and descriptive 
of office and authority only, without the least 
relat:on to the nature of the child who should 
sustain them. 

How clearly is that prophecy of Moses, in 
Deut. xviii. 15, applied to Christ, both by Pe- 
ter and Stephen; and which is also, doubtless, 
referred to by our Lord, who told the Jews 
that Moses wrote of him, John v. 46. Yei, 
how little dothe Trinitarians mention it, how 
little notice do they take of it; and, no doubt, 
the true reason is, because the phrophecy de- 
clares that that great prophet to whom God 
would require all to hearken and obey, was to 
be raised up from among his brethren, was to 
be aman, a lwman being hke unto Moses; 
and, therefore, it is that the advocares for the 
Deity of Christ, think and say but Jitile about 
it. though directly applied to Christ, both by 
Peter and Stephen; while, this prophecy of 
our text is not mentioned by Christ, or any one 
of his apostles, notwithstanding which, it is ap- 
plied-to Christ by Trinitarians, and urged by 
them, with great earnestness as being applica- 
ble to him, 

Another consideration, that it has no refer- 
ence or relaticn to our Lord Jesus, is, that the 
prophet declares that the child, the male child, 
or sen, on whose shoulder the government 
should be, and who was destined 1o sustain a 
name, indicative of such high titles, was then 
already born: had even then, 742 years be- 
fore the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, been given, 
for the consolation of Judah and Jerusalem. 
It is wonderful that this circumstance should 
be overlooked—it is indced strange, that all 
who read this text in connexion with what pre- 
cedes it do not immediately see, that the 
child mentioned was then born in Isaiah’s time, 
was then given, and for a particular sign to the 
men of that generation ;—“ Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given ;” this is very dif- 
ferent ir m saying, as it ought to have said, had 
Jesus Cirist been intended, unto us, i, e. the 
people of Judah,a child shall be born—shall 
be given ; but Isaiah’s child wae then already 
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born, already given, Chap. Viii. 3, whereas 
Jesus of Nazareth was not born, was not given 
uvil 742 years afterwards, Hence it is cer. 
,tain, manifest, clear, that this passage as jt 
| stands, has nv reference to Christ. And, any 


one who will be atthe pains to read the whole 
account from the 1st verse of the 7th chap, 
to the 8th verse of the 9th chap. for then com. 
mences a distinct prophecy which extends to 
chap. x. ver. 4, without any necessary connex. 
| ion with what goes before or follows, will be 


| satisfied that our text does not refer to Christ, 

| In order to understand a text or passage, we 
| should read it in connexion ; for, I cannot by 
remark that it is the unjustifiable practice of 
many orthodox writers and preachers, in mu- 
tilating, or detaching a passage or text, or half 
a text, as best suits the purpose of party, from 
its connexion, and joining it to some other text, 
or part of a text, perhaps in some other book, 
| that has tended to darken and confuse the minds 
of many people, to such a lainentable exient, 
that the sacred scriptures are to them a sealed 
book, unless the strange notion of a Trinity is 
taught in almost every page. This disingen- 
uous mauner is very reprehensible, and ought to 
be laid aside; men should desire the trath, 
rather than the confirmation of their own. fan- 
cies and opinions. 

Having, as I think, sufficiently, and I hope 
| satisfactorily, shown that the text, does not, 
|and was not intended to apply to our Lord Je 
sus ; for these reasons, I pass on, 

2dly. To show to whom it did relate, to whom 
it referred ;—to show, in all probability, who 
the child was, that, seven hundred years before 
the birth of Jesus of Nazareth was given; 
whose son it was that bere the name given in 
the text, in the reign of Ahaz, king of Judah, 

2. The 7thchapter opens by giving us the in 
formation, that while this king reigned in Jerusa- 
lem, * it came to.pass, that Rezin, the king of 
Syria, and Pekah, the king of Israel,” (viz. the 
ten tribes that in the days of Rehoboam, 233 
years before, revolted from the house of David,) 
‘“‘ went up to Jerusalem to war against it.” So 
formidable a confederation filled the king of 
Judah and his people with consternation and 
grief. It was told, says Isa. the house of Da- 
vid, that Syriw is confederate with Ephraim, 
the ten tribes so called, and his heart was mov- 
ed, and the heart of his people, as the trees of 
the wood are moved with the wind.” ver. 2d. 
The powerful army of the confederate kings 
set down before Jerusalem, the city was crowd- 
ed with people driven in, by the invading foe, 
for safety: the city was closely besieged. In 
this great extremity and distress the people be- 
came weak by fear and terror; but, God, ever 
mindful of his promise to his servant David, 
that if his children kept his law they should be 
established on his throne, commanded Isaiah 
his prophet, to go to the king and speak to him 
in his name, saying, take heed, and b. quiet; 
fear not, neither be faint hearted, for (i. e. on 
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prands, for (i, e, om account of) the fierce an- 
ger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Rem- 
aliah.” ver. 4. ‘The prophet proceeds to dis- 
close to Altaz the evil counsel and design of the 
invading kings; that they were bentto subdue 
his kingdom, destroy him, and place o the 
throne of David, * the son of Tabeal.” After 
apprisiag -him of his danger and the extent of 
the evil design of his besiegers, Isaiah pro- 
ceeds to cheer him up, comfort him, and in- 
spire him with manly courage and fortitude to 
sustain the evils and sufferings of war; by de- 
claring to him, “thus saith Jehovah God, ir, 
i. e. their evil counsel) shall not stand, neither 


shall it come to pass.”-ver. 7, He predicts the 


overthrow of Ephraim, or the ten tribes ; and | 


the breaking up of their kingdom within 65 
years,” so that it be not a people. ver 8. But, 
as thoneh Abhaz'was incredulous, and gave way 
to his fears of being taken czptive by his ene- 
mies, Isaiah says, to him, ver. 9th. “ If ye will 
not believe, surely ye’shall not be established,” 
i. e. established on the throne and be a nation, 
when Ephraim, or the ten tribes, shall not be a 
people ; or established on the throne of David, 
as king of Judah, he and his children after him. 
After giving him this warning against unbelief, 
and showing the consequences of it, the proph- 
et left him, as appears from the next verse :— 
but, Ahaz seemed far from being convinced that 
God had sent Isaiah, or that his promises would 
be made good; he felt not entire confidence 
in God, because he had done evil in tbe sight 


of Jehovah; he had made his son to pass thro’ 
the fire according to the abomination of the 
heathen, and had sicrificed and burnt incense 
in the high places, and on the hills, and under 


every green tre@; 2 Kings, xvi. 3,4 Tiris is 


the case with the wicked, in times of trouble | 


cherib, thirty years afterwards? However, 
such were the mercy and goodness vi God ‘to 
this afflicted king and people, that he sent Isai- 
ah aguin to him, and Ahaz was required to seek, 
a sign of God, that his doubts and dejection of 
mind might be removed, and his faith and con- 
fidence in God fully confirmed ; that he might 
be satisfied of the merciful and kind disposition 
and purpose of God towards him, and that the 
siege of Jerusalem should soon be raised. 

“ Ask thee a sign of Jehovah thy God: ask’ 
it either in the depth, or in the height above.” 
But Ahez declined asking any sign or assurance 

from God, lest he should seem to doubt the 
sincerity and kindness of God, in sending his 
prophet a second time to predict and declare 
the deliverence of him and his people from 
their besiegers. “I will notask,”’ said the dis- 
tressed monarch, “neither, will I tempt Jeho- 
vah.”’ ver. 12. The prophet assures him, that 
God would not consider it in this light, and that 
it became him to entertain a more exalted idea 
of God than to suppose He could be wearied 
out of patience by the slowness of his belief and 
want of confidence. ver. 13. Isaiah proceeds 
to declare that since he would not ask a sign 
from God, to satisfy his mind, and to remove 
all his doubts; God would of himself give him 
a sign, in consideration of his weakness. ver. 14. 
* Behold, the Virgin conceiveth, and beareth a 
| Son :—And she shall call his name Immanuel.’ 
Bishop. Lowth’s translation, the common ver- 
; Sion the verb conceive ‘in the future tense : but 
| it.was evidently an event then about to take 
| place for the encouragement and full assurance 
| of Ahaz; otherwise! it could aot be a sign to 
| him, if it) were the prediction of an :cvent to 
| take place seven hundred years afterwards. * 
* Butter and honey shall he eat, when he 





and-distress they have not the consolation of| shall know to refuse. what is. evil,,and to 


knowing that God'i8 their friend, they cannot 
fiy to him as a refugeifrom the storm, as a pro- 
tector'and Almighty defender—Guilt fills the 
soul with~ fear, and doubt, and dismay :—while 
righteousness imparts furtitudé, co:isolation and 
hope. ‘The wicked. always feel and suffer 
more in. the storms of. life, .in . calamity, 
than the righteous, because they canpotdyok up 
to heaven to a powerful friend, and protector ; 


and destitute of the hopes and consolations cf; with Pekah, in the siege of Jerusalem. 


religion, their hearts.are a prey to fear, terror 
and despair: The good man, on the contrary, 
knows, that though forsaken by every earthly 
friend, he has one in heaven that will never for- 
sake him, ‘These observations are exemplified 
by Ahaz, and Hezekiah his son and successor. 


Ahaz knew that he deserved to be dethroned, | 


and given up to- the rage of his enemies, on 


account of his ‘iddlatry and great wickedness ; | 
unhappy man! he had none of that courage, | 


confidence, and support which piety inspires, 
now in his hour of calamity and need: Con- 
science accused him, fear seized on him, ard, 
the judgments of God filled him with conster- 
nation: How different was.it with good Heze- 


| choose what is good. For! before this child 
shall know, to refuse the evil, and to,choosethe 
|good; the land shall become. desolate, by 
| whose two kingsthou art.distressed.” For the 
|accomplishment of -this prophecy, turn to 
| 2d Kings, xvi. ver..9, which informs us of ihe 
taking vt Damascus, the capital city of Syria, 
by Tiglathpilezer, king of Assyria, who ‘also 
| slew Rezin the king that was now confederate 
The 
| 15th chapter of the same book contains the ac- 
| count of the completion of this prophecy with 
| respect to the conquest of Samaria by the same 
Assyrian monarch ; and the assass:nation of Pe 
| kah by“Hoséa the son of Elab, who reigned in 
| his stead; all which took place within three 
years after the date of this prediction: which 
was before the boy Immanuel knew good from 
evil, as Isaiah had declared to Ahaz,, : ‘The rea- 
son why this child of the virgin, or young wo- 
man, thus given from Jehovalr fer a sign was 
named Immanuel, which signifies in the He- 
brew language God with\us, as to some remark- 
able blessing or favor, was to point out Ged's 
superintending care over Juduh and Jerusalem, 


‘Kiah when besieged in the same city by Senna- | aud his favorable regard to the house of David: 
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Thus was this child given, and born at the time 
of the siege, as a surety that God would fulfil his 
word to Ahaz delivered by the prophet, ver. 7. 
“ Thus saith Jehovah it (the evil counsel of the 
confederate kings,) shall not stand, neither shall 
it come to pass, 

The reason of the prophet’s saying, that the 
male child about to be born, as the appointed 
sign from God to Ahaz, should eat butter and 
honey was to denote, as Mr, Levi, a learned 
Hebrew observes, a state of plenty, in that ve- 
ry city, at that time so distressed for the want 
of provisions;—butter and honey were a 
phrase proverbial of great plenty, and it would, 
coming from the mouth of a prophet, cheer and 
console the hungry inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
during the seige ; as they would look forward 
to the speedy deliverance promised, the raising 
of the seige, even before, the boy Immanuel 
should know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, he should eat butter and honey, so plenty 
would provisicns be in the city within this 
short period. Levi’s note, p. 176.—Hence we 
see the pertinency of this child's name, Imman- 
uel, God with us; with his people in deliver- 
ing them out of the hand of their enemies, and 
in supplying their wants. 

The prophet goes on through the remaining 


pert of this chap. and the viii. and ix. to verse | 
8, togive Ahaz, various assurances, and in- | 


form him, that tho’ God was with them at pre- 
sent to raise the seige and deiiver them; yet 
Judah and the house of David, on account ‘of 
their sins would be punished, and given up a 
prey to their enemies ;—alluding probably to 
the invasion of Sennacherib in the subsequent 
reign of Hezekiah, and to the calamities that 
were inflicted by the king of Babylon, who 
seems here (ver. 20, vii. chap.) to be desig- 
nated by his tormertitle of king of Assyria. 
But, the‘people of Isrzel would suffer more, and 
be broken up as.a people: but, at present, God 
would be merciful and kind to them, and so 
long as they feared him, and obeyed his laws, 
In the 9th and 10th verses of the 8th chapter, 
the prophet addresses himself to the Israelites 
and Syrians confederated against Judah, warn- 
ing them that all their efforts would be fruit- 
less :—-10 ver, ‘‘ Take counsel together, and it 
shall come to nought: Speak the word and it 
shall not stand: for God is with us: not that 
the boy Immanuel was God, but that God 
had given the child as the sign of his favor to- 
wards Jerusalem, and the house of David. He 
then addresses himself to the people of Judah, 
cautions them against giving way to their fears 
on account of the confederacy; but, says the 
prophet, * Sanctify Jehovah of hosts himself ; 
and le: Him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread.” He expresses his own pious determi- 
nation to trust in God, and seek his favor, and 
protection: ver. 17. He tells his countrymen 
that he, and his children, whom Jehovah had 
given him, were for signs and for wonders in 
Israel ; and, therefore, he warns them against 
idolatry, divination, and other sinful practices, 


veres 19 and 20. Bat, not to dwell longer on 
the subjects of these prophecies and exhorta. 
tions we observe, that the first seven verses of 
the 9th chapter, is but a continuation of the 8th 
and ought not to be separated from it, but al. 
ways read in connexion, as relating to the same 
subject :—here the prophet exults in the fi, 
ture greatness and prosperity of Judah, for yp. 
to us a child is born, unto us a son is given:— 
given to be a sign of favor, a surety for the ful. 
filment of all the promises of God to his’ peo. 
ple. 
(To be continued. ) 
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CENTRAL ASSOCIATION, 

Owing to uncontrolable circumstances the minute, 
and circular Jciter of the above association have not 
appeared until now; and we embrace the earlies 
opportunity to give more extensive circulation to , 
succinet history ofthe proceedings, and the excel 
lent circular written by our venerable brother, N. 
Stacy. Br. Stephen Niles was appointed Moderater, 
| and Brs. Geo. B. Lisher and W. I. Reese, clerks.-~ 
The first Society of Universalists in Utica, was re. 
ceived into fellowship; four sermons were delivered 
| to an attentive auditory; Br. Joho B. Wakeman re- 
| ceived a letter of fellowship, as a preacher of the gos’ 
| 5el; and many,important resolutions’ were adop‘ed, 
which we hope will cventuate in promoting the ad- 

vancement of truth. Among otber things, the asso- 
ciation expressed its disapprobation . of a custom 
which has obtained in our associations, of a few of 
| the council meeting on the evening: previous to the 
day designated, and. proceeding'to business, The 

practice has never been. productive: of ay good. ef. 
| fect, and we are glad that the proper steps have been 
| taken to suppressit. While we,/find in the minutes 
| much to encourage the friendd df trath, we are con: 
| strained to deplore the circuthstance of two minister- 
ing brethren withdrawing from the association, it 
consequence of a difference of opinion relative to the 
proposed’ convention of ministers.” We pray Al- 
mighty God, that the cloud which seems to have 
gathered oyer our heads, may soon be dispelled by 
the genial beams of the sun of Righteousness, and 20 
more threaten destruciivn to that peace and harmo- 
ny which have hitherto prevailed arnongst us. We 
are happy io being able to state, that the association 
appointed a VISITING COMMITTEE, whose duty it is to 
ascertain the condition of the respective societies be- 
longing to the body. We perceive a mistake io 
| their proceedings relative to the territorial bounds of 
| the Genesee and Chautauque associations, which we 
take the liberty tocorrect. They have given the 
county of Erie to the latter, which is contrary to the 
decision of both, by which it was agreed, that Ere 
cuonnty should belong to the former. For further in- 
fo: mation we refer the reader to the Circular, whic" 
will be found on another page. 
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~ CIRCULARLETTER. 

The central association of Universalists in the 
‘state of New-York, in annual session, at Sulli- 
van, county of Madison, June 7th, 8th, 1826;— 
To the churches, societies and ministers be- 
longing to this body,—and to all the ransomed 
of the Lord, as far as this epistle shall come: 
send salutations of peace and good will. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord :— 

This is the twenty-first time that we have ad- 
dressed you from our annual convocation: and 
yourselves are witnesses of the rapid advance- 
ment of truth during that space of time; not 
only in this region, but in various parts of the 
civilized world. 

The return of our annual meeting brings 
with it renewed evidence of the divine appro- 
bation, in the addition of many to the common 
faith: and in the accession of one new society, 
and one laborer in the vineyard of our Lord. 
Should this report not be so exhilarating as 
you hive been wont to receive; recollect that 
you hear from only a seventh part, (or therea- 
bouts,) of the territory and population that u- 
sed to be represented in this body. That where 
one association once existed, seven are now 
organized. This consideration will show you 
that there is no declension in our fiith; the fer- 
vency of our labors, or their happy result.— 
But when at the same time you add to this view 
that within this particular section the formida- 


ble phalanx of the opposers of this truth, are 
disciplined and marshulled- under the imposing 
banners of worldly wisdom, human literature, 
a. favor; and every exertivn’ is 


a 

made against this work of God, that a forlorn 
hope, stimulated by wild fanaticism can devise, 
you will find grat reason'to ** thank God and 
take courage.” 

Our present session has been in many in- 
stances aseason Of refreshing. 
good news from the different parts of this sec- 
tion of the divine héritage. ‘Those who filled 
the desk gave indubitable testimony of ‘their 
call, fervency, faithfulness and usefulness in 
their holy vocation ; and a respectable and at- 
tentive congregation gave every demonstration 
that the word was received with gladness and 
profit. 

But, dear brethren, it cannot be hidden from 
you, neither do we wish to have it, that some 
unpleasant and discuuraging events have occur- 
ed to embitter our enjoyments. It will be 
seen by our minutes, that two of our brethren 
in the ministry have withdrawn from us; not, 
however, on account of any change in their 
religious sentiments, but on account of differ- 
ence in opinion respecting certain measures of 
expediency and order. It is certainly to | be 
deeply regretted that those measures designed 
to promote harmony and good’ order, should 
have a disorganizing tendency; and that any 
brethren should be so tenacious of their par- 
ticular notions in these respects, as not to cheer- 
fully yield to the wisdom of superior numbers. 


We have heard | 
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No one, I presume, is more convinced of the 
utility ofa general convention in this state 
than the writer of this article; and yet he 
would be very unwilling to press the subject 
against the opinion ofa majority of his breth- 
ren. He has seen the time when only one so- 
ciety existed in this country.—He has seen the 
societies increase to several, and then, our s0- 
cial feelings and ardent desire to be useful to 
each other, and to disseminate the knowledge 
of that ¢ruth which happified us, prompted to 
the expediency of a meeting of those societies 
by delegates, and an association was organi< 
zed.—He has lived to see, under the divine 
blessing, seven associations established in this 
state; and ifthe brethren do not yet see the 
propriety and utility of a general centre and 
meeting of these associations, he will conteat- 
edly wait until they do, All that we have es- 
sentially to lament in this respect is, that we 
cannot act in perfect harmony of feeling, even 
in things where our judgments may measuréa- 
bly differ. 

We hope and trust, dear brethren, that as 
churches and societies, you will be wise and 
dispassionate in your proceedings, and not pre- 
cipitate yourselves into any measures that shall 
tend to dis-union and dis-organization ; but 
pray earnestly, and strive that every wound 
may be healed,and perfect harmony restored to 
the body. , 

You will discover arecurrence to our min- 
utes that a visitorial committee is appointed 
for the ensuing year. One great object of this 
measure is, to see if some means cannot be adopt- 
| ed whereby destitute societies .& neighborhoods 
(may be accommodated with preaching at regu- 

lar and stated seasons. This we are certain 
' cannot be effected without some measures be- 
‘ing taken to remunerate ministering brethren 
‘in some degree, for their expences and time. 

Ifthe brethren be disposed to form into so- 

| cieties, (and where the numbers are not large e- 

nough for a society, to unite ina elass, with a 
single superintendent. or leader,) and adopt 
measures for assisting those who labor with 
them ; there are a number of ministering breth- 
ren who will readily adopt measures to alter- 
nately intinerate and preach amongthem. Fi- 
nally, brethren, may you be directed to such 
measures as shall redound to the declarative glo- 
ry of God, and the establishment ofhis kingdom 
upon earth, 

Brethren in the ministry,— 

How great are our privileges! How exquis- 
ite may be our enjoyments! Permitted to be- 
lieve all that the most benevolent soul can de- 
sire, we have the unspeakable enjoyment of 
contemplating every moral being as an object 
of divine affection, and an heir with us of the 
richest inheritance that infinite wisdom, power 
and goodness can bestow! Should not this as- 
simulate our hearts in the tenderest ties, and ia- 
spire us with the most ardent desires to be in- 
struments of usefulness to all the children of 











our common parent? We have every encour- 
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agem«nt before us that can be given, while we 
walk worthy the holy vocation whereunto we 
are called. We have divine assurance that we 
shall be heard and answered in our supplica- 
tionsif we come in the name of Jesus,—that no 
weapon formed aga‘nst us shall prosper,—and 
the consoling promise of the captain of our sal- 
vation—* Lo, I am with you always.” But in 
vain shall we seek to realize these benefits should 
any disaffection take place.—should any enemy 
be permitted to effectually sow discord among 
us. Instead of enjoying happiness ourselves, 
we should inherit wretchedness asthe just re- 
ward of cur deeds; and instead of heing use- 
ful to the world, we should wound and dishon- 
or the cause we pretend to support. Howim- 
portant then, dear brethren, that we stand con- 
stantly on our waich,—that we “ strive to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,”— 
that we assiduously seek to maintain a meek and 
quiet spirit. Have any gone om from among 
ust Send not one bitter word nor corroding 
reflection after them. Remember that although 
they may think differently from you in respect 
to some exterior circumstances regarding or- 
der and discipline, they are still in the same 
faith and engaged zealously in the same glori- 
ous work. Let us then extend constantly the 
hand of charity and good will towards each o- 
ther, and strive with the utmost zeal to avoid 
every thing that approaches to a division in the 
general body ; and by no means attempt to 
form or countenance the formation of any bo- 
dy that shall dis-fellowship any existing body 
now in gospel standing. We may use the most 
cogent arguments, advert to the most incontes- 
tible evidences, and exhaust all the.powers. of 
rhetoric in favor of the doctrines we profess, 
but it will all be like beating the air, unless we 
add the weight of example; and demonstrate 
the divine authenticity of our doctrine, and 


the sincerity of our profession, by an inflexible | 


obedience to the precepts we inculcate, “By 
this,” says the divine Redeemer, “ shall ail 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one toanother,.”. And again, “by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” “ Be yetherefore 
wise as serpent and harmless as doves.” The 
eyes ofthe world are upon us; and it is, not 
uncharitable to say, that many are watching for 
our stumbling. O, then let us be admonished 
to ponder well ourgoings; and be often and 
fervent at the throne of grace for divine direc- 
tion. 


forbearance to others. «We have no anathem. 
'as to deal out against you, nor vindictiv» pas 

| sions to gratify. We advise to a careful and 
' prayerful re-examination of the divine Word, 
‘under the full assurance that could you lay aside 
, all prejudice and prepossession the evidence of 
the final reconciliation of all men to God, would 
be convincing beyond céntroversy, and wonld 
lead you to the enjoyment of happiness hither. 
to unknown. 

Finally, we desire to commend all to whom 
this epistle is addressed, and all our race to 
God, and to the word'of his grace, which is a- 
ble to make wise unto salvation, 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Associ- 
ation. 

NATHANIEL STACY, 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
To all Believers in the Abrahamic Faith, 
DEAR BRETHREN, 
Energy constitutes an essential item in the 
|laws of nature. It is vain to desire, to speak, 
‘or to plan, unless accompanied with vigor. To 
attempt the support of a cause, by theory, is ab- 
surd, and furilein the extreme. Mav thus con- 
stituted, consequently ought not tobe inactive. 
Placed in society as a social being he has nue 
merous, and imperious duties to perform, com- 
prising his complex character ; like the link, in 
the great chain of causes and effects. On this 
ground reposes his high responsibility, ag: a ra- 
tional creature, to his Creator, and to his fellow 
man. To point out specifically, moral and re~ 
ligious duties in reference to society, as inelu- 
ding a union of general interest, is my present 
design. 

I shall take for granted, that you are firm and 
unwavering in the beliefthat “ God sent his.son 
Jesus into the world to save sinners,” for, if 
you are only nominally such, every argument 
noticed in this communication will be in a man- 
ner null and void: The position | shall attempt 
to. prove will be, “that you are under imperi- 
ous obligation to do, and perform in every 
shape, all in your power for the promotion, and 
support, of that sacred cause you have espou- 
'sed.” “ He that is faithful’ says our Saviour, 

‘in that which is least, is faithful also in much.” 
' Paul, also, exhorts to have a “zeal according te 
knowledge ; and, that we be zealously affected 
in a good cause.” It must be a given point, 
| that the system is of infinite importance as in- 





| 
| 


And may the great Shepherd and Bishop of | volving our temporal and eternal destiny ; it 


souls keep and: preserve us from falling, and 
succeed and prosper his work in our hands.— 
Amen. 

To those who essentially differ from us in 
religious sentiments we would simply say, that 
whatever may be their views respecting us, 
we have the consolation of believing without a 
doubt, that the time will come when we shall 
all see eye toeye,and be able to rejoice to- 
gether: in Christ. We feel charitable, and 
would recommend the exercise of charity and 


| displays the true character and attributes of Je- 
| hovah ; the character and offices of the Saviour 
| of allmen ; and ourown character, as the off- 
| spring of God; thus to maintain a cause so 

emphatically great, good and glorious ; a cause 
‘im every view the most consummate, let us then 

not rest satisfied by.a simple notice of the fol- 

lowing means for its. promotion, but in fact, and 
| in deed, carry them into full and cemplete ex- 
| ecution, 


_ Ist.. Those of you who are not already form 
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ed into a religious society according to law, do 
it without delay, although the number be small 
for, thereby it will undoubtedly prove a focus, 
a rallying point, to which, believers of like pre- 
cious faith will naturally resort. 

ad. Are you organized, see thatall proper 
and efficacious means are adopted to promote 
its,gpwth and stability ;- have all the’ necessa- 
wy iicers as required by law, and those who 
are capable, and will faithfully perform their 
respective duties, : 

3d. Be punctual in attendance at all society 
meetings warned for the transaction of business 
—let each one remember, that his own personal 
‘nterest.is at issue. Probably by the absence 
of only one or two members some important 
measure, proposed for the well being of the so- 
ciety may be defeated, or, a proposition great- 
ly injurious, may from ihe same cause be adop- 
ted. In the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. 

4th. By no means fail of supporting the wor- 
ship, and administration of the word and ordi- 
nances of God’s house; for such aterm of 
time as you may be enabled. In this particu- 
lar, 1 most earnestly request, that you be not 
parsimonious ; having a deep sense of its great 
atility. Pay your Minister liberally, bearing 
constantly in nrind that he has, or may heve, a 
family near and dear, whose wants he must sup- 


“ how often do we spend our money for that 
which is not bread,and ow labor for that which 
satisfieth not.” * 

7th. Habituate yourself in meditation, un 
the transcendent excellency of that holy cause 
to which you have avowed strict fealty. Ap- 
preciate it as indeed, the “ pearl of great price.” 
What is wealth to us when we know it will re- 
cede as we sink into the grave ? What are rich- 
es, and honors to those, who, all thei life time 
are subject to bondage, to doubts and fears ?>— 
having no sure anchor on which to rest their 
souls ; who, at best (though in different dresses) 
stand in aching suspense in view of that tremen- 
dous leap, into the abodes of gloom and obscu- 
rity. Not so, I hope, with us, trusting our- 
selves in the arms of our benevolent Father,— 
infinitely just, merciful and good ; holding to 
the promise, that “death will be swallowed up 
in victory,” that we shall at that eventful peri- 
od be ushered into a heaven of happiness, un- 
utterable ; there to be encircled ina halo of in- 
effable bliss, and joys exquisite, and rapturous. 
Think on these things ; think often and deep. 
Improve every leisure hour in reading and con- 
templation, and in the constant use and im- 
provement of every means which may ultimate- 
ly invigorate and confirm you in that “ faith 
once delivered to the saints.” In general, dear 
Brethren, let it be repeated, and may the im- 





ply ; and that you ought not to stop at reliev- 
ing his more immediate or daily calls, but be 
convinced of the fact, that he must be laying by 
something for future exigencies, when misfor- 
tune, or the infirmities of age, may render him 
incapable of further services. 

5th. Notwithstanding there may be diversity 
of views of minor consequence, (as is often the 
case in every christian denomination) relative 
to the nature, design, extent and administration 
ofthe ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s 
supper ; yet, you ought not to neglect the ob- 


servance of those rites and ceremonics, by with- | 


holding them from :hose who may request the pri- 
vilege ; hence, let a church,be established in ev- 
ery society. I shall not take it upon me in this 
short address to substantiate this matter; but 
would only observe generally, that 1 conceive 
we have sufficient warrant from scripture, to 
justify its organization, and that every society 
will be deficient in duty by the omission, 

6th. Erecta proper house for public worship. 
In this case give not grudgingly ; bearing con- 
stantly in mind, that what is thus bestowed, 
will be appropriated to the best of purposes.— 
That by this, with the sacred truth, therein ex- 
hibited, will be maintained a cause, indescrib- 
ably good; acause of great magnitude, produ- 
cing cordials the most invigorating ; food the 
most nutricious, and which will at that solemn 
period, “ when heart and flesh shall fail” afford 
ahope, a solace to the soul, to which, nothing 
else is comparable. Likewise the house thus 
built, and the truths therein elicited will be a 
most valuable legacy to leave for your family. 


pression be indelible ; form and maintain socie- 
ties ; organize churches ; employ Ministers, 
| support public worship ; have it done in a suit- 
able house ; and all will undoubtedly conduce, 
to the augmentation of respectable and atten- 
tive believers ; thereby banishing from the minds 
| of many, a foolish fondness for a popular reli- 
| gion, and from the minds of others the vail of 
| ignorance, superstition and unbelief. Be punc- 
| tual in every circumstance, in respect to your 
| attendance on the solemnities of the sanctuary. 
| Let no trivial excusebe made; be at church in sez- 
son and when there let your desneanor witness 
yourdevotion. In doing thus, the assemblics 
willbe enlarged, min:sters encouraged, & their 
hearts expanded yourselves inspired with more 
zeal your souls invigorated and your knowledge 
advanced. Promote the art and practice of sac- 
red music, that pleasing and animating part of di- 
vine worship. Endeavor to instruct & edify each 
other, by friendly conversation, according to 
the different gifts wherewith God has endowed 
you ; remembering the command to “let your 
light shine.”*’ Those whom the Lord hath 
been pleased to enable, ought to purchase and 
loan to the poor and destitute, all the publica- 
tions that may have a bearing on the cause,—- 
Keep in mind, that we are surrounded with nu- 
merous opposers, who assume various forms, 
and thatsome ofthem are powerful. When 
you are assailed, exercise that charity which 
“ suffereth long and is kind.” Ascertain, wheth- 
er the attack comes from the honest candid en- 
quirer after truth, or from the captious sectari- 
an, whose sole object is for the mastery, and 





Let the question be constantly on your minds 


treat themaccordingly. To the former deal out 
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the “sincere milk of the word ;” when, ifyou neously to the great work ; let not. one wait 
discover it has the desired effect, next impart | for the other, but each one act for himself ay 
the bread and wine, the strong meat ofthe gos- | the all important object, with the divine bles. 
pel, as they may be able to bear, and do it ina | sing, will be fully and completely secured. 
manner, that will tend to convince, edify and | Although this communication is addressed to 
confirm. To the latter let yoursentiments and , allthe Brethren indiscriminately ; yet, there are 
replies be brief, pertinent, impressive, and with- a goodly number to whom it is not applicable, 
out fail definable. Begin at the foundation,' Finally Brethren, -“+be perfect, be of .good 
viz. the character and perfections of God ; if comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, andthe. 
in the dclineation you disagree stop immediate- | God of peace, shall be with you.” 

ly ; see that your remarks are tinctured with ERASTUS 
love, and by all means keep yourself impreg- : 
pable, Be confirmed in the fact that the great ; RE 

whole, is composed of the constituent parts, and O" THODOX BETTING. 

that without a strict adherence to the minutia| An orthodox clergyman of this city, who is 
of means, such will always be doubtful. We ! distinguished for professed liberality, lately gave 
are. comparatively, a small feeble band, hence | an unqualified opinion against the religion of 
union and effort are the more essential ; and, so: Universalists, Being asked if he did not think 
far as the cause is good and valuable, so far we | there were many honest, sincere, and pious U- 
ought to be prompted on to exertion. “Sow ; niversalists, he replied —“that will make no dif- 
your seed beside all waters for you know not | ference at the day of judgment.” His inter- 
which will prosper this or that.” Let us en- | rogator then observed, that the popular doctrine 
deavor to imitate those bright examples left on of a day of future judgment was not taught in 
scripture record, whose whole lives, were one the scriptures, and was consequently not found- 
continued series of duties to God, and his cause. | ed onsufficientauthority. To this our preach- 
Awake from your slumbers, from an undue at- ler very deliberately and candidly replied—he 
tatchment to the vain customs and maxims of would beta hundred dollars, that he could prove 
this fluctuating world ; lay aside an inordinant ; it from the scriptures ! 

love, a despotic adherence to riches and hon-| If said clergyman, without betting, will un- 
ors, well knowing their precarious tenor, their | dertake to prove that there will be a day of 
delusive, facinating charms. May we learn general judgment in a future state of being, 
wisdom from our opposing Brethren, although he shall be welcome to the columns of this pas, 
in some instances their plans and schemes are per for that purpose.— Herald of Salvation. 





reprehensible, yet, many of their efforts, as to | 
obtaining their object, are justifiable. No pains, | COLUMBIAN COLLEGE 
no privations, are wanting when necessary.— | Mr. Ellon Galuche bas succeeded Bs smanaan 


Churches, are built, Ministers hired, various sc- 
cieties are constituted and upheld ; with their 
redundant ramifications, and in short, whenev- 
er money is called for, in any way or manner 
in furtherence of their schemes, it is apparently, 
most cheerfully furnished. Are these things so? 
Let facts reply. Brethren, we trust you have 
been, by the goodness of almighty God, called 
out of darkness into the marvellous light of the 
gospel ; can you then be so ungrateful to him, 
as to omit, even one exertion indispensable to 


i inued progression ? So we fear the con-, i; we ” 
a ae , . at | there are obligations to the United States gov- 
sequence. We have good reason to fear, that | , der eoene a 

the great cause will at least linger, and you be | pens a0 Sie Gat nd ot vow a ut hopes 
left to return to the beggarly elements from *T° aa ate ; pheag res Sect dae 
which you have been set free, And it ise may release their claims.—JDost. fecor- 


painful to add, this sad result will be to the joy ; pie 
and exultation of those who have long since de-; The United States government, has already 


sired, prayed, and prophesied, for its ruin and | released aclaim of 25,000 against this same 
extermination. Can you call in question these Baptist College, »nd hopes are now entertain- 
plain simple yet momentous truths ? Facts bot- | ed, that more than $30,000 still due, will be re- 
tomed on reason and the nature of cause and | linquished in the same manner. 

efiect on the sacred oracles, propriety, our dai-| | We are left to conjecture how well founded 
ly experience,and on those innate principles these hopes are ; as well as to doubt which is 
and emotions which constitute. our very exis-' most astonishing—the ingenuity of the conven- 
tence? If the above are facts, why not carry |-tion, in obtaining, or the liberality of the gav- 
these proposals into immediate and prompt exe- | ernment, in giving ! F 
cution ? Let each one put the question home | == ; 
to the conscience and I am sure what the an- H. A. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 
swer will be. Then arise forthwith, simulta- Office in front of the Court Hous. 


Rice, in the office of Treasurer of this College, 
A Committee of the Baptist Convention report 
—“that it does not appear that any settlement 
whatever, of the treasurer’s accounts has been 
heretofore made.” They moreover found Mr. 
Rice’s accounts in a very imperfect and unsat- 
isfactory state. They represent, according to 
the best information they have, that the Col 
lege owes 894,716 28 ; and has available funds, 
amounting to $35,460—leaving a balance to be 
provided for, of 859,256 28. Besides this, 











